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History (Early India : From Prehistory to the Age of the Mauryas)

Unit | Contents
I | Early India : Sources and Prehistory 12
a) Importance of Early History
b) Sources and Tools of histrical reconstruction-Archaeology
(Material remains), Epigraphy (Inscriptions), Numismatics
(Coins), Literary Sources, Foreign Accounts
¢) Palaeolithic, Mesolithic, Neolithic and Chaicolithic Cultures : A
Brief Review
it {Harappan Culture : Bronze Age Civilization 12
a) Geographical Extent, Town Planning, Trade, Religious Practices
b) Art, Crafts and Technology : Pottery, Seals, Beads, Images,
Terracotta Figurines Metallurgy, Script and Decline
I | Vedic Culture, Religious Protest : Jainism and Buddhism 12
a) Vedic and Later Vedic Culture : Original home, Tribal Polity,
Social Divisions, Rituals and Philosophy
b) JainismandBuddhism: Causes of Origin, Doctrines, Contributions
and Importance
IV | Emergence of the Mahajanpadas and the Age of the Mauryas 12

a) The Mahajanpadas, Rise and Growth of the Megadhan Empire

b} The Age of the Mauryas : Chandragupta, Ashoka and his policy

of Dhamma

¢) The Mauryan Administration, Economy, Decline and Significance
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Unit Contents
1. | Defining the term ‘Maratha Polity’
2. [Nature of Sources: Perceptions, Limitations, Range
a) Literary b) Foreign
c) Archival d) Miscellaneous
3. |3. Maratha State
a) Formation of the Maratha State
b) Nature
4. |4. Administrative Structure

Administrative Structure of the Deccani Kingdoms: a brief survey
Principles underlying Maratha Administration

Central: the institution of kingship, theory, problem of legitimacy, Ashta
Pradhan Mandal

d) Provincial and Village: administrative units

e) Fiscal administration: Public income and expenditure
f) Military System: forts, infantry, cavalry, navy

5. Socio-Political Power Structure

a) Religion b) Caste
c) Gota d) Watan
6. Administration of Justice

Sources of law
Judicial structure — central, provincial
Judicial institutions — political, traditional

Crime and punishment — police
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Preface

It is a matter of great pleasure for us to present this book to our esteemed
readers. This book has been designed as standard text on ‘Early History of
Maharashtra — Satavahana to Rashtrakuta ’ for M. A. (History) (Sem. - ).

This book comprehensively covers the entire syllabus of M. A. (History)
Course of Savitribai Phule Pune University effective from 2019 onwards. It has
been written to meet the requirements of students of M. A. (History). Some of the
special features of the book are as follows:

1. Full coverage of the revised syllabus of M. A. (History).

2. Chapter outline at the beginning of each chapter to give a bird’s eye view of
the topics covered in the chapter.

3. Point wise explanation of each topic in the chapter.
Topics are logically arranged in numbered paragraphs exactly according to
the modified syllabus.

5. Proposed questions at the end of each chapter.

6. Extensive use of diagrams, tables and various forms to give visual view of
key concepts and techniques.

7. Conversational, lucid and simple language.

Every effort has been made to provide the readers with most up-to-date and
authentic material on the subject.

We are very grateful to our publisher Mrs. and Mr. Rajesh Patne who have
rendered all possible assistance in bringing out this book. We wish to
acknowledge our deep gratitude to staff who have assisted and helped us in
preparing this book. We will consider our efforts amply rewarded in case the book
proves useful to the students and teachers of the subject.

Suggestions of readers are welcome and shall be acknowledged with gratitude.

With best wishes.
By Authors



Syllabus

M. A. History (Sem. -1)
Early History of Maharashtra — Satavahana to Rashtrakuta

(HS: 02)
Unit Topic
No.
1 Sources

a) Archaeological
b) Literary
c) Numismatic and Epigraphic

2 Satavahana Dynasty

a) Reconstructing the political history of the
Satavahanas

b) Society and economy under the Satavahanas

c¢) Religious practices — beginnings of land grants

d) Cultural legacy

3 The Chalukyas

a) Brief political history

b) Society and economy

c) Mobility and migration

d) Developments in Art and Architecture
4 The Rashtrakutas

a) Brief political history

b) Society and economy
c) Religious practices
d) Art and Architecture
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Early History of Maharashtra — Satavahana to Rashtrakuta

(HS: 02)

Unit

Topic

Page No.

Source

1.1 to 1.21

1.1
1.2
1.3
14

Archaeological Sources
Literary Sources
Numismatic Source
Epigraphic Sources

Satavahana Dynasty

21t0 2.10

2.1
2.2
2.3

24
2.5

Political History of the Satavahana

Social Conditions under the Satavahanas
Economical Conditions under the
Satavahanas

Religious Practices

Cultural Legacy

The Chalukyas

3.1t0 3.39

3.1
3.2
3.3
3.4
3.5

Political History of the Chalukyas
Society and Economy under Chalukyas
Mobility and Migration

Development in Arts and Architecture
Decline of the Dynasty

The Rashtrakutas

4.1to 4.16

4.1
4.2
4.3
4.4
4.5

Political History of Rashtrakutas
Administration under Rashtrakuta

Society and Economy under Rashtrakutas
Religious Practices

Arts and Architecture under Rashtrakutas
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Syllabus

M. A. (Sem. - ll) HISTORY
Socio-Economic History of the Marathas (HS-C6)

Unit

Contents

Defining socio-economic history

Sources: Perceptions, Limitations, Range
a) Literary
b) Foreign
¢) Archival

d) Miscellaneous

Social institutions

a) Village community

b) Social stratification and mobility
c) Caste and community

d) Marriage and family

e) Fares and festivals

f) Education

Agrarian System
a) Types of land
b) Assessment of land

¢) Methods of land revenue collection

Trade, Industries and handicraft
a) Centres of trade

b) Trade routes

¢) Major and minor industries

d) Types of coins

e) Banking houses
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crawling on their stomachs to safety. Later the S‘ial Forces
are successful in identifying Dulna, dipping his face to drink water
and they shot him there brutally. Next the forces continue the
search operation for Dopdi, in the forest belt of Jharkhani. Dopdi
knows well that if they catch her, they will ‘kounter’ her. She
kept on walking and trying to save her life by changing her
hideouts. But the forces arrest her on being recognized by other
villagers.

Mahasweta Devi writes in the introduction of Agnigarbha,
“Life is not mathematics and the hurnan being is not made for the
sake ofpolitics. I want a change in the present social system and
do not believe in mere party politics.” (Breast Stories, P- 04) In
her stories, the body of a woman has a totally different matrix; it
18 not a mere symbol of sex or eroticism. It is a source of strength
to fight gender violence and social or class discrimination.
Mahasweta Devi’s literary work exposes the legacy of violence
that has been passed on into the fives of generations of women.
It is the physical, emotional, psychological rape that forces woman
to strip the cloak of chastity, obedience and meekness off her,
transforming this act of disrobing into a symbol of female power.

\C.{C
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Simon-de-Beauvoir: A Pioneer of Feminism

- Dr. Savita Vardhaman Patil

Simone deBeauvoirwas a French writer, existentialist
philosopher, feminist and social theorist. Though she did not
consider herself a philosopher but she had a significant influence
on both feminist existentialism and feminist theory, She has written
novels, essays, biographies, autobiography and monographs on
philosophy, politics, and social issues. She is basically known
for her treatise The Second Sex, a detailed analysis of women’s
oppression and their status in male~chauvinistic society. This book
i identified as a foundationof contemporary ferminism. The novels
She Came to Stay and The Mandarinsare to her credit. She
was also known for her open, lifelong relationship with French
Philosopher Jean Paul Sartre.

Right from childhood, the feministic approach was
apparent in Simon-de-Beauvoir s personality. She was intellectual
and always encouraged by her father, Her father would boast,
“Simone thinks like a man!” Simon-de Beauvoir did not behave
like stereotyped middle- class girls of her time but she took this
opportunity to take steps towards earning a living for her.

Writing of her youth in Memoirs of a Dutiful
Daughter she said: “...my father’s individualism and pagan ethical
standards were in complete contrast to the rigidly moral
conventionalism of my mother’s teaching. This disequilibrium,
which made my life a kind of endless disputation, is the main
reason why I became an intellectual.”

Her novel She Came to Staywas followed by many others,
inchuding The Blood of Others, which explores the nature of
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individual responsibility, telling a love story betwe 0 young
French students participating in the Resistance in World War II.

Her remarkable book entitled The Second Sex illustrates
Simone de Beauvoir's historical account ofwomen’s subordinate
status i society. The chapters focus the current theories about
women. She endeavors to summarize women’sstatus in history,
and mentions alternatives for how women should be treated. The
work unfolds two volurnes: one on “Facts and Myths” that Simon-
de Beauvoir attempts to deconstruct, and the second on “Lived
Experience,” where she discusses how women actually
experience sexism in daily life.

In the first volume, Simon-de Beauvoir first articulates
biology, psychoanalysis, and historical materialism as three
separate theories to focus women situation.In her opinion, none
of these theories fully construe every aspect ofa women’s situation.
Biology cannot account for the ways in which society conditions
people to treat one another. Psychoanalysis ignores the question
of why people are driven by certain motivations and historical
materialism is too fixated on economic theories to recognize how
sexuality and other factors play into men’s treatment of women,
as well.

The second part of The Second Sexelucidates a history of
women’s treatment in society. She construes how women were
being treated as an inferior to men, how the advent of private
property pushed men to institutionalize their oppression of women
and how males became owner of women. She further talks about
the role of religion. The religion also shaped men’s treatment of
wormen by conferring upon them moral excuses to restrict women.
In her fifth chapter, she considers women’s situation in society
which s in more recent years slightly improved by the granting of
rights. However, she concludes by point ing out that traditional
systems of oppression continue to this day in the spheres of
reproduction, sexuality, and labor.

Inthe last part of this first volume entitled “Miyths” Simon-
de Beauvoir discusses the myths of women. She begins by
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broad‘.lmmarizing how women used to be thought of as
idolsthat represented nature and motherhood. However, she
continues that women were under apprehension and objectified
by men. In the chapter; "The Myth of Woman in Five Authors;,
she focused the work of several authors and philosophers who
depicted women in different, negative ways. She clarified how
such myths affect women in their day-to-day lives.

In her second volume entitled, "Woman’s Life Today, she
considers women'’s lived experiences. She summarizes women’s
formative years, their different roles in society, and the ways in
which different women react to their positions, and how the
modern women are beginning to reclaim a certain kind of
independence. In the section of formative years she shares the
Journey of a girl from childhood into girlhood, and through sexual
mitiation.Simon-de Beauvoir alsoconsiders how homosexuality
as a phenomenon affecting women who reject the masculine
sphere.

The second chapter entitled 'Situation' is the longest part
ofthe book. She discusses here the many vivid roles of a woman
that she can play in society. Simon- de Beauvoir presents her
main ideas: women are limited in every role they can play in
society, and are thus forced to adopt certain traits and coping
mechanisms that have made them even more inferior in society.
Women dedicate their own lives serving men and children and
so they are unproductive. Consequently, most women live in
miserable, unfulfilled, and temperamental situation. In the third
part, Simon-de-Beauvoir discusses how different women react
to this situation either by becoming obsessed with themselves,
giving themselves up completely to their lovers, or devoting
themselves to mysticism,

Fmally, Simon-de Beauvoir conchides her writing by arguing
that genuine equality between the males and females has not yet
been achieved in the society, but would be beneficial for both
genders. She focuses how independent or rebellious women still
face anumber of challenges thanmen do. It happens only because
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traditional values regarding marriage, reproduction, g femininity.
However, she also ends on the more optimistic note that if women
are given equal opportunities, they can achieve just as much as
men can. This is very optimistic thought that she demonstrates.
The Second Sex was published m 1949, at a time when
feminism was not yet familiar as a burning social issue, It is widely
considered as a formative text of second-wave feminism, This
strain of feminism shifted focus from gaining certain legal rights—
such as suffrage, property rights, etc.—toward considering how
sexism also impacted women across many different spheres of
their lives. Simon—de-Beauvoir ventured to pen the womanhood
in her writing. It helped to lay a foundation of feminism. She tricd
to put forth the feminist ideology through her writing.She
constructs her own model for how we should understand
femininity in a philosophical perspective. According to some
critics, Simon-de-Beauvoir depends on Jean Paul Sartre’s

existentialist philosophy. However, de Beauvoir makes use of

this philosophy in new ways, to think through how gender shapes
people’s refative abilities to find purpose in their lives. Here, she
attermpts to be mnovative even when drawing from somecine else’s
ideas.

To sumup, Simon-de-Beauvoir illustrated the status of
women in male-oriented society. In her own life, she did not
follow the ‘so-called’ customs and tradition stressed on women.
Like her book, her own life is also the beginning of waves of
feminism. Her book discusses about the gender socialization,
Her book is the saga of feminism. So, it is the foundation of
feministic ideology to male aware the women about their status
and their rights.

L {1
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Anita Desai’s Cry, The Peacock :
A Portrayal of Emotional Alienation

- Dr. Sheelu Sengar

Abstract ;

This paper deals with the psychological conflict of a
temperamentally delicate, sensitive, sentimental and emotional
Maya, the female protagonist of Anita Desai’s celebrated novel
of distinction Cry, the Peacock, whose fantastical dreams of
love and romance are shattered and blown to smithercens owing
to her unhappy marriage with an insensitive and emotionally barren
person Gautama, who regards these fantasies mere childish and
impractical in the practical world of common sense and infeflectual
approach. Gautama’s indifference to the delicate conscience of
Maya shocked her to such an extent that she fell into the fit of
traumatic suffering leading to fall a prey to psychological neurosis
owing to the lack of emotional support from her hard core realist
husband. She was frustrated and psychologically depressed and
regards herselfto be responsible for her husband’s death. She
lost her mental equilibrium and finally died a tragic death.

Key words: Blown to smithereens, Co nscience,
Traumatic, Neurosis.

In the present changing global scenario the theme of
loneliness, of man’s alienation in a world where there is every
chance of complete loss of his very existence, is a dominant theme
in the modem fiction. The concept of Alienation has a very
remarkable place in the structural analysis ofthe society Alienation
is not something unique, but is, indeed, a typical characteristic of
the society of our time. The contemporary man is constantly in

Anita Desai’s Cry, the Peacock : A Portrayal... ¢F 73



Dr.Rajendra Raskar

History



99nd |nternational Interdisciplinary Conference, Pune

1 The Contribution and Achievements of

Women in Various Fields
at

National and Internatmnal Levels

ST N '

?‘

-
-
-

Dr. Snehal Tawre
Dr. Shivling Menkudale

Dr. Sanjay Nagarkar
Dr. Savita Patil




& &

& &

& &8 § &§ & §

Snehavardhan Publishing House : No. 1304

The Contribution and Achievements of Women iy,
Various Fields at National and Internationq) Levely
(Volume - 5)

Publishers & Printers :

Dr. L. V. Tawre

Snehavardhan, 863 Sadashijv Peth,

Behind Mahatma Phyle Sabhagruh,
Pune - 411 030. India

Office : (020) 2447 25 49/ 2443 69 61
Mobile : 9423643131/ 9075081888

Email : snehaltawre@gmail.com
© S.R.IL

First Edition : 15" December 2019

22" International Interdisciplinary Conference, Pune
Cover By : Santosh Ghongade
Type Setting : Sunita Parnerkar
Printed By : Smita Printers, Pune
ISBN 978-93-87628-75-5
Pages : 172

Price : ¥ 200
$3




Index

Volume -5

Editorial - Dr. Snehal Tawre

- Dr. Shivling Menkudale

- Dr. Sanjay Nagarkar

- Dr. Savita Patil .9
Indra Nooyi, former - Dr. Dhananjay Keskar..13
CEO of PepsiCo (Mauritious)
Sister Nivedita’s - Dr. Rewant Singh .18

Contributions towards (Sri Lanka)
Women’s Education in India

. The Home Maker -Lt. Col. Shashi Anand ..23
My Wife : Joyti
Sudha Murthy : - Dr. Sujata Keskar A
Chairpersonof Infosys ~ (Mauritious)
Foundation
The Great wife of the - Lyudmila Sekacheva .32
Great Gandhi (Moscow, Russia)
- Anastasia Ilyushina
(Moscow, Russia)
Contribution and - Dr. Namdeyv Patil .36
Achievements of Indian Women Writers in English
The Role of Womenin - Dr. Sonu Lande .40

the field of Farmers, Educators and Entrepreneurs

_8 Contributionof Annie - Dr. Rajendra Raskar .45

Besant in Indian History




Contribution of Annie Besant
in Indian History
- Dr. Rajendra Namdev Raskar

Abstract :
Annie Besant guided thousands of men and women all over

the world in their spiritual quest. She was the second president
of the Theosophical Society from 1907 to 1933, was described
as a 'Diamond soul, for she had many brilliant facets to her
character. She was an outstanding orator of the time, a champion
of human freedom, educationist, philanthropist, and author with

more than three hundred books and pamphlets to her credit.

Keywords - Home Rule, President, Congress, Theosophy,

Freedom, Politics.

Introduction -
Annie Besant guided thousan

the world in their spiritual quest. S
of the Theosophical Society from 1907 to 1933, was described

as a 'Diamond soul', for she had many brilliant facets to her
character. She was an outstanding orator ofthe time, a champion
of human freedom, educationist, philanthropist, and author with
more than three hundred books and pamphlets to her credit.
As Annie Wood, she was bornin 1867 in London into a
middle-class family of Trish origin. She was always proud of being
Irish and supported the cause of Irish self-rule, throughout her
adult life. Her father Died when she was five years old, leaving
the family almost penning a boarding house for boys at Harrow.
However, she was unable to support Annie and persuaded her />

friend Ellen Marryat to care for her.

ds of menand women all over
he was the second president
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-

Service in India -
In 1893 she landed in Ind ia, made a tour of the country

in the company of H. S. Olcott, and, by her undisguiscd personal
preference for Indian spititual heritage, won the support of
orthodox Brahmins to Theosophy. The transformation of the
religious life in India, particulatly among Hindus, is one ofthe
wonders she performed. She was an untiring worker for the
upliftment of women, and pleaded again and again for a radical
change in social conditions, but nevet desired any modification
of the Indian women’s temperament which she held to be one of
the most spiritual in the world.
Theosophical Society -

Annie Besant joined The Theosophical Society on 21
May 1889, and became a devoted pupil and helper of
HPB,pledging her loyalty to the present-Founder, Col. H. S.
Olcott, and the cause of theosophy. She became the most brilliant
exponent of Theosophy, both as orator and author. In 1893 she
represented the theosophical Society at the World Parliament of
Religions in Chicago.
President of the Society -

She first met clairvoyant theosophist Charles Webster Lead
beater in London in April 1894. They became close co-workers
in the theosophical movement and would remain so for the rest
of their lives. Besant became clairvoyant in the following year. In
a letter dated 25 August 1895 to Francisca Arundale, Lead
beater narration how Besant became clairvoyant.

Together they would investigate the universe, matter,
thought-forms and history of mankind through clairvoyance, and
would co-author several Books. In 1906 Lead beater suddenly
became the center of controversy when it emerged that he was
engaging in mutual masturbation with boys under his care and
spiritual instruction — Leadbeater stated he had encouraged the
practice in order to keep the boys celibate, which was considered
a prerequisite for advancement on the spiritual path. He resigned_—
from the Theosophical Society over the controversy in 19_06};’!” ¢
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The next year Annine Besant became President of the Society
and in 1908, with her express supported,
Establishment of College -

Annie set up a new school for boys at Varanasi: the Central
Hindu College. Its aim was to a build a new leadership for India.
The boys lived like monks.They spent 90 minutes a day in prayer
and studied the Hindu scriptures, but they also studied modern
science. It took 3 years to raise the money for the CHC. Most
of the money came from Indian princes. In April 1911, Annie
and Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya met and decided to unite
their forces and work for acommon Hindu University at Varanasi.
Amnie and fellow trustees of the Central Hindu College also agreed
to Government of India’s precondition that the college should
became a part of the new University. The Banaras Hindu
University started functioning from 1 October 1917 with the
Central Hindu College as its first constituent college.

Active in Indian Politics -

Anew period in Annie Besant’s life began in 1913 when
she became active in India politics;she entered politics because
she saw that India’s independence was essential for age-old
wisdom to become a beacon for the whole world. The entry of
Besant into Indian politics galvanized new and increased national
consciousness in both men and women.in October 1913; she
spoke at a great public meeting in Madras recommending that
there should be a standing committee of the House of Commons
for Indian affairs, which would go into the question ofhow India
might attain freedom.

Home Rule Movement -

The term Home Rule was adopted from Ireland.In1914
Irish freedom fighter won their struggle for which Irish Home
Rule Act received the royal assent. Annie Besant chose this
expression instead of Swaraj or Selt-Government. In 1916 Annie
launched the home rule league, once again modelling demand
for India on Irish models, It built a strong structure of locals
branches, enabling it to mobilise demonstrations, public meeting\ =
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and agitations.
Indian National Congress - :l
In1917 Congress elected her as the president of the 32yq

session of the Indian national congress at Calcutta. As tha~ ~ =~
president of the Indian National Congress, she got an Opportunity
in planning out of a system of national education in India,

Educational Ideas -
During early years in India Besant emphasised on Spreag

of Sanskrit education. Besant stressed on scientific educatj -
rather than pure literary one for the intellectual development of
the children and for the economic advancement of the natig
She prescribed a curriculum for girl’s education consisting rej .Gn.
and moral education, literary education, scientific eﬂu(:a?i N
artistic education in accordance with her future ro|e ofan id:’l

homemaker.
Conclusion -
Annie Besant not only entered in India byt also she work d
e

in India for Indian people in many ways, Annje launched
Rule movement in India for Indian people. She participat Odn?e
Indian national congress.as well as she was active i111) Inedj .
politics. Besant was a theosophist and haq come to Indj Etln
spread theosophical ideals of universal brotherhood of all el o
She advocated the importance of moderp education, -
3y
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into a far more pleasing version of itself. Thus a central
character who echoes the modern ethos, an engaging plot and a
trite but satisfactory ending, ‘The Crunch Factor’firmly falls into
the category of Desi Chick Lit: a new trend that’s definitely here
to stay.

[C {0 4
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Voice of the Voiceless: Temsula Ao
- Prof. Sayali Sitaram Gosavi

‘History” as we all know, is the study of the past and
especially of how the past relates to human beings. Women
historians though largely unknown, have made immensely rich
and deep contribution to both Eastern and Western traditions of
history. The writing of history at the hands of women has also led
to the interesting discipline of ‘women’s history’- history of and
from the perspective of the traditionally subaltern gender. Women
by nature endowed with exceptional sensit ivity, empathy and
attention to detail. Thus, women fiction writers who deal with
actual history can contribute immensely to creating a living and
vital record of the times. Women writers have contributed
immensely to the ethnographic fiction and poetry rooted in the
distinct local cultures, which is the main area of literature from
the North-east. In fact the rise of the English novel from the North-
East in the 21st century is due to the prominent novelists like
Easterine Kire, Temsula Ao, Mamang Dai, Mitra Phukan. Temsula
Ao has been concerning about indigenous people and their lives.

A tribe is a human social group. The term ‘tribe’ used
synonymously today with other terms like ‘indigenous’,
‘aboriginal’, *Adivasi’ and ‘First Nations people’ has a long history
that connects diverse communities across the world on the basis
of their common worldview. After the advent of colonialism, the
tribes that were indigenous people of the land, but were unaware
ofthe new modern ways of the world and were untouched by
the developmental activities of the world, became the victimized.

The word tribe invokes a memory of dark skinned people,

Voice of the Voiceless: Temsula Ao €8 27



wearing clothes made out ofleaves and dancing ar’-d the fire,
as told and shown to us for our lives. The misconceBtions about
tribes don’t stop here, they have always been portrayed as
barbarians, who have weird human killing rituals. The
representation oftribal people, however minor, has always been
civilized and stereotypical. They have always been misinterpreted
in creative representations such as art, media, movies, narratives.
The word tribe means human social group, but still they are not
included in the mainstream society. After so many efforts of
government, they are still the backward and marginalized socicties
ofthe country.

Northeast India is one of the most culturally vibrant
regions of the Indian subcontinent. Northeast India harbors the
immense beauty of high mountain peaks, glittering lakes, gushing
waterfalls and serene temples, which is and will be the most
glorious part of India. It is inhabited by more than 200 tribes,
Northeastern India gives the shelter to a variety of tribes living in
absolute peace. This part of India is famous for its Indigenous
and authentic traditions. Literature is the expression of a society.
This is also significant in the context of Northeastern part of India
which is often described as terror, violence, fear, loss,
homelessness, socially excluded area.

A ‘Padmashree’ and ‘Sahitya Akademi Awardee’
TEMSULA AO is undoubtedly one of the country’s finest writers.
Temsula Ao is the poet, writer and ethnographer besides being a
retired professor of English from School of Humanities and
Education, North Eastern Hill University, Shillong. Her most
widely known works include two collections ofshort story called
“These Hills Called Home’ (2006) and ‘Laburnum For My Head’
(2009) and poetry collections. She has also being instrumental in

literatu.mcrging fromthese lands has a deep sense of alienation
and concern of social issues. It has a theme of endangering the
indigenous culture. Temsula Ao is one such accomplished writer
from Nagaland who strives to bring about a social change in her
region by creating awareness about all the issues from her
literature. Her writings are full of images and themes of Naga
folk culture. As a representative of her people, she writes about
the voices and concerns of the people and her land. Literature of
the northeast has its own distinctiveness and uniqueness. Oral
traditions, quest for identity, modernity, the hybridization of
indigenous culture as an outcome of colonization, philosophies
of life are some of the recurrent themes of Ao’s poetry.

The tribal literature of Northeast India tries to create its
discourse or place in the field of literature. It laments the loss of
indigenous culture, traditions, beliefs and history that has come
to anend over the years. The writers try to overcome the cultural
shocks they have received by trying to preserve the nuances of
their histories and traditions in their works, Especially the people
fighting for their own land and freedom from Indian government.

The tribal people have been partially included in the
mainstream society, their voices have been lost from the pages
ofthe country’s history. Basic human needs such as shelter, water,
food, clothes, education, employment, road, social security are
not fulfilled and reached them. Large number of tribal communities
are displaced from their livelihood and natural habitat in recent
times. The industrialization, globalization and religious conversions
have deteriorating effects on their indigenous culture and language.
Tribal literature came into limelight 3 decades ago. Ethnic
literature can no longer be ignored as these reflected the country’s
rich folk traditions and kept India’s diverse languages alive. There

the construction of the Heritage Museum at Shangyu village in
Mon district of Nagaland. As an Ethnographer, she worked on
the oral tradition of her own community. She has studied and
recorded the Myths, folktales, rituals, traditions and belief system
which was published as the ‘Ao Naga Oral Tradition’. The

are few sclected tribal writers who write in English and paye;q\\
published their works worldwide. /s B0
Ao’s text within the various socio-political procm?wwh;ch' ; :
have affected Nagamese people’s everyday negotiatiors within
the state. Itis Siglﬂiﬁcaﬂt that the writer plays the role Ofa sensrtlve . .

. —— "-_.- /""
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cultural historian, preserving the lost or hidden re of the
artisans of the North- East. The extraordinary skill and the hard
work of the pot-makers especially the life of female pot-makers
isrecorded in great detail. Ao’s women are all strong, independent
and enterprising and showcasing the compassion and excellent
teaching learning skills of the Naga women who single handedly
run families and communities. Her sympathy for women who
find little support from family or community in their hand lives is
truly admirable.

Temsula Ao stands unique is that it records not the voices
of army or the rebels but of the common people victimized by
these forces. Her journey is genuine, peaceful progress for all
and also fearless and incisive in her critique of power-mongers
and war-makers. She rebelliously exposes many ugly truths that
lie in the heart of contemporary nationalism. She formulates new
humanism and liberation..

There is aneed to have respect and understanding of their
culture and traditions and empathy towards the social,
psychological and economic problems they face. The condition
oftribes all over the world are very poor. The recent incidents in
the Amazon forest have led to the depletion in the demo graphy
of the tribes living there. The number oftribes living in the area is
reduced to 1500, and they are being hugely exploited by the
government and capitalist people. This is the serious offence
towards the whole humanity. Therefore, such perspective towards
the downtrodden is the need ofthe hour and perhaps the ultimate
test of the relevance of literature.

308
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