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Loss of Belongingness in V.S, Naipaul’s
AnArea of Darkness |

-Sayali 8. Gosavi

Research stitdent

Introduction:
. Diasporic literature has made a significant contribution to

English literature by its rich exposure to muiticulturalism. The word
‘Diaspora’ has been taken from Greek. [t means and gives the
sense of dispersal through space. The term diaspora referred to
the Jewish comumunity which was without a state of its own and
faced discrimination and oppression all over the world. The term
‘diaspora’ emerged as the worldwide phenomenon in due course
of time. People migrated to different parts of the world for many
reasons. The worldwide term has been expanded and explained
by some main theorists. The main theorists of diaspora are
Edward Said, Gayatri Spivak and Homi Bhabha. This notton
has been celebrated by Joseph Conrad, Mikhail Bhaktain,
V.S Naipaul and Salman Rushdie.

To quote Robin Cohen as he defines the term *Diaspora’:
Diaspora as communities living together in one century who
“acknowledge that ‘the old country...” a nation often buried deep
in language, religion, custom or folklore..... a member’s
adherence to a diasporic community is demonstrated by an
acceptance of an inescapable link with their past migration; history
and a sense of co-ethinicity with others of a similar background.”

Naipaul is a man of three worlds. His first world was Trinidad
where his grandparents and parents were brought as an
indentured labourers and where he was born. Trinidad was a
deep unhealing wounds and perpetual humiliation for him which
reminded him of the colonizer’s exploitation and inhuman
treatment. The second world was London where he went for his
higher studies and started working for BBC. It was the world
which was beautiful, well fed, dazzling, civilized and powertul.
The third world for him was India, his forefathers’ homeland which
was his last hope for pride and belongingness, a final resting place
for his imagination but unfortunately in India too he suffered,
wounded and tumbled in darkness for his belongingness and

existence.
An Area of Darkness published in 1964, is a journal of the

Lews of ... af Darkness w 73
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Nobel laureate V. S. Naipaul’s emotional journey to Indi;
of his ancestors. The book focuses on the expe _.nd“‘s home
reactions of the author as he journeys across Ind;l;i:_:?mfcs and
to learn about his roots and hus past. The Indian phase il?l;\}f?tbjmr’;t
life started when he began to look towards India in scu'.'ccl“ilz;}l;‘ H
roots and identity. [t wasa journey undertaken with cxpcctatio]:x:
for answers on questions of home and identity. In sceking India,
Naipaul seeks to find himselfand in his disappointment, he chose
to see all that was wrong in India. For Naipaul, it was a personal
humiliation that the country he sought out was in total contradiction
1o what he had hoped for. The falseness of the migrant’s vision of
the motherland 18 narrated and instead of finding the center in the
midst of homelessness, Naipaul finds himself removed further
away from Jocating his roots. Naipaul has failed in his quest for
clarity about himself ard his pastand 1s ironically; leftall the more
confused. Naipaul devotes three chapters, namely - ‘ADoll’s
House on the Dal Lake’, “The Medieval City’ and ‘Pilgrimage’,
to Kashmir. He records incidents with people he meets, his
nteractions with them and the general impression the Valley made
on him. The second and third sections are on Kashmir. Their
attitude to politics was similar- although every K ashmiri spoke
of Sheik Abdullah as a hero who won for them their freedom,
yetnone could tell exactly how. Simplified versions of greatact
of being unfaithful and courageous were narrated with pride- of
how Sheik Abdullah dared the Maharaja to boil him in hot oil or
how he refused to sell out the Post Office to the Indian
Government or how he wisely advised Kashmiris to eat potatoes
when rice was scarce. Newspapers and Radio Stations were
part of the behavior of large no. of peopie and they fed the average
Kashmiri information, at the level they understood. In conclusion,
information on Kashmiri politics was disseminated down to the
lowest Kashmiri through political propaganda of distortion and
misinformation. But like tne rest of India, corruption had penetrated
and firmly dug its roots into Kashmir as well. On the whole,
Kashmir provided ample material for An Area of Darkness.
Naipaul not only depicts objective realities, buta subtle
emotion which involves him and moves him even to the pain of
anger: “Ilike London. For all the reasons | have given it is the
best place to write in. The problem for me is that it is not a place
I can write about. Not as yet. Unless 1 am able to refresh myscif

Indian Diaspora : Theory, Text und Criticism v> 74
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by travel-to Trinidad, to India - | fear th
lead to my own sterility; and I mav h
(Naipaul 1958) ’
| Dlasporlc consciousness N b.ci g perceived as the ment.

flights of a people, who are in continual pursuit of reconstr c.h-"'il
their present from a past that is lost to them. Their roc;tlti;(l‘:mg
down only to strike against a frozen, fractured conscio‘u;;nzgi
and then search for crevasses- to anchor on to, and the clianofi;;
discourse is born. V.S. Naipaul has this *discovery’as his recurren
theme. In his writings V.S. Naipaul’s writing career can be seen
in terms of a journey, an ‘infinite rehearsal’ and meditation on his
diasporic experience as Indian West Indian and a continual
revaluation of the srtuation of his double exile. In attempting over
a long career, to write and revise his own location as twice-bom
‘immigrant’, both within Trinidad as the descendant of an
indentured Indian and again within Britain, he has constantly
shown that the stories of colonialism. Such writing is a process
that is delicately balanced, representing a search for a cultural
and psychic balance which constantly approaches ‘self-
destruction’ but contains one’s ‘self-discovery.”

Unlike those who dream of ‘imaginary homelands’ to adjust
to the traurna of displacement, he has opted for homelessness.
This homelessness offers Naipaul greater liberty and a broader
framework in analyzing the variant nuances of diasporic lives.

Naipaul nowhere finds the India of his imagination:“Nowhere
do I see the India I know: those poor fields, those three-legged
dogs, those swearing red-coated railway porters carrying heavy
tin trunks on their heads. ‘The mountains were rain-washed, the
sky was a bright blue and the air was stiff with the scent of pine
and flowers and charged with an almost electric silence broken
by the sharp wamnings of the rickshaw pullers.” It is so the
rickshaw puller appears, beast of burden more degrading that
degraded; unseen, the source only of a holiday sound, part of
the atmosphere of a Simla romance. This is the Indian withdrawal
and denial; this is part of the confusion of Indian Anglo-India.”

Naipaul’s first visit to India was the result of his long cherished
desire to visit his forefathers” homeland. But when he observed
India, he found huge paradox between the image of his forefathers’
country he had cherished and the country which existed in reality,
He found no golden glory and grace of India aboyt which his

atliving here wil) ¢

ventug
aveto look tor ol
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Loss of
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v grandmother used to describe j
Therefore, Naipaul fin 3(;1;1]1())61};1&?(3 Songs of Banay
his origin of being an Indian, w(l};::xt(e);\ cCP pr
chaos, poverty, wretchedness, beggary ;h\gh
narrow lanes between oily, blackish and Crs :
Bombay. Natpaul’s imagination and wondgl\-Vdgd ouildingsin
and he stood disillusioned and heart-broken Thzi1 : 22 - S,’ha-umd
narrative visiont enables Naipaul to capturc the thc?f;;?(l):g?c
collapsmg, -mu'tlnylng and reaching after a final integration whiéﬁ
remains a significant aspect of writing.
L ST oy oot s
, attimes seemingly mocking the Indian
culturc? toa great degree. The extent of his criticism goes beyond
mere ridicule, but points out severe problems at the core of Indian
society. He speaks ill-naturedly about the city, stopping briefly
@ lyto remind of how it once used to be orderly and beautiful.
_ I thus regard Naipaul’s novelistic writing as 2 process of
identity recovery undergoing a series of transformations: He
denies his homelands, searches for his cultural roots in India, and
finally reconstructs his identity out of his uniqueness. His writing
career has several stages like homelessness and alienation, cultural
heritage in India, writing for his self-definition. By accepting his
homelessness and statelessness, he recreates a new identity in
exile. Though Naipaul has been criticized for his bitter resentment
and presentation of India, yet it is to be understood that as a
diasporic writer Naipaul lands in India as a quest of his root and
what he discovers in India, his dreamland is mere frustration.
Naipaul makes a well-ordered search for the roots and finds

@nothing,
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Abstract
The purpose of this paper is {o inform research community abowt recognized norms of

research ethics. It will help to develop cthical discretion and reflection to clarify ethical
s which will be useful to prevent misconduct in research. It explains ethics in research
activities such as authorship good citation practice, plagiarism, scientific integrity, data

{ impartiality ahd how o avoid misconduct. The paper throws light on norms and
of research and preservation caf eulzumi monuments and remains.




~ exemption must be obtained from the Council

o Research, Society and Ethics

Intellectual Property Right (IPR ):

7,
X7

{?C"T :L.n-n:"\' _,.__._‘_‘-h-“
4) The relationship to the rest of society (indepemttenice, conflicts of mtereg,'.

responsibility,

dissemination of resecarch etc.
The first two ethical norms are infernal, related to the self-regulation of the
community, while the latter two groups are external, related to the relationship pe
research and society. Sometimes the lines between these norms are blurred. In such
researchers and the research community have a particular responsibility to darify,b.

dilemmas and exércise good judgments.

* Ethical Guidelines and Legislation for all

All Universities and university colleges have a statutory responsibility for ensuring that

research, education and academic and artistic development are of high quality «and condye

in accordance with recognized scientific, artistic, pedagogical and ethical principles. In cases

but also legislation and rights, there is an ove,
between NESH and several other authorities that deal with special considerations 2

that not only deal with research ethics,

requirements. Even though others deal with the legal aspects of such cases, research ethics is
always a supplementary consideration.

' The Naliggal Commi;;;ion for the Investigation of Research Misconduct ﬁ

integrity in research. The Commission assesses and handles specific cases where serio:

breaches of good seientific practice are suspected

for use in research under certain circumstances, and wi
individual ministry may grant an exemption from the d

| Y of confidentialiyy
1o grant exemption is often delegated to under] ;

S!fng agencies, A

for Conﬁdenﬁéﬁ!fity and Research

Sanstha's, Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar 'Callegc,
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Research is a quest for new and improved or deeper insight. It is a systematic and socially
organized activity governed by various specific and values. The most fundamental oblfgati’en
of science is the pursuit for truth. At the same time, research can never fully achieve this goal.
Most conclusions are contingent and limited.

In the humanities and social sciences, involvement and interpretation are often integral
parts of the research process. Different academic approaches and theoretical positions may also
allow for different, but nonetheless reasonable, interpretations of the same material.
Consequently, it is important to reflect on and account for how one’s own values and attitudes

affect the choice of topic, data sources and interpretations.
e Co-Authorship
~ Researchers must observe good publication practice, respect the contributions of other

researchers, and observe recognized standards of authorship and cooperation. Academic
publishing is critical for ensuring that research is open and accountable. At the same time,
ublishing raises différem ethical challenges and dilemmas. The research community is
. by simng mmp&ntmn and great pressure to pl}bliﬁh which often puts pressure on
aw}as mearch eﬁues, For example the ‘ne?wm Qfomgmahty may easﬂy conﬁxct o
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exampk 3 combinstion of data acquisition, critical revision and approval of the eng g M

Oeler contritustors must be credited or thanked in footnotes or a closing note, All forms ﬂ

RomoEITy arship are umacceptable. Authorship must be limited to persons who h“l’&
provided sipnificant inseliectual input to the research. General guidance, provision of ﬁ‘mhg
or datz soguisition &0 not in themselves qualify for co-authorship. An agreement must pe mage
#s early @z possibie in the research process, not least in large and interdisciplinary W
projects, a5 80 who will be listed as the co-authors of a publication, and how responszbnlmmu-‘

sasks are s be distributed among the authors.

« Good citation practice |

Al reszarchers and students are obliged to follow good citation practice. This i ;.u
fﬁrcximd examination and important for enabling further research. Rm
on to provide accurate references to the I:temtumthey%’*‘
winether this s Fiuyet secondary literature. This must be accounted for explicitly, also when
re-sing text from one’s own pablications in the form of proper citation, when rescarchers and

' mﬂmmhwm&emmmm Mscmﬁcdwpwwf
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and presenting it as one’s own without mru.uly citing their sources. Plagiarism violates the
duty of truthfulness in science, and the requirement of originality, humility and collegiality.
Rescarchgh who build on the work of others must cite their sources in accordance with good
practice. The most obvious type of plagiarism is pure duplication. Plagiarism can nonetheless
take other forms, for example the use of ideas, hypotheses, concepts, theories, interpretations,
designs, illustrations, results etc. Citing another work carly in one’s own text and then making
extensive further use of it without subsequent citation may also be plagiarism. It is important
to distinguish between direct quotes and paraphrasing in footnotes and endnotes as well as in
the text. Paraphrasing must not be so close to the original text that it in reality constitutes a
quote. If several paraphrases are connected, the entire interpretation and argumentation may be

based on the work of others. If so, this may also constitute plagiarism.

» Scientific integrity
‘Both researchers and research institutions must promote norms for good scientific
practice. Scientific integrity is about maintaining and cb‘mp'lyir}g with good scientific practice.

e

Misconduct is serious breach of good scientific practice associated with the collective

commitment to the pursu.it' for truth. Researchers have an obligation to truthfulness, and
most serious examples of mlsconduct are fabncatron and falsy“ cation of data and plag:arlsm
- The norm of scientific xnte_gr-a-ty applies in full to all types of research and in every stage of the
| research process. Institutions are required to have routines that promote integrity and prevent
mlsconduet Institutions must also have procedurcs for handling suspicions ahd accusatiéﬁ;s of

thers recewe training in :fe'search ethics and

,eans tha: norms for good mtat:on practlcc and good scientific practice




Intellectuad Property Right (IPR ): Moral and Commercial Scope and Opy
ISBN : 978819,

sharing, particularly in large-scale registry research, should be balanced

vansiderations and requirements of research ethics. Generally, those responsible for coll
material have the priority right 1o use it in analyses and in publications. Data ¢

aid of public funding must be made
| publicly available afier a short period.




